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Illinois	
  Regional	
  Archives	
  Depository	
  
Records	
  you	
  can	
  get	
  for	
  $1,	
  five	
  minutes	
  and	
  a	
  phone	
  (Really!)	
  

Lise	
  Embley	
  
Director,	
  Williamsburg	
  (Virginia)	
  Family	
  History	
  Center	
  
Lise.Embley@gmail.com	
  

About	
  the	
  Illinois	
  Regional	
  Archives	
  Depository	
  
IRAD is a system of Illinois Regional Archives Depositories managed by the Illinois State Archives, 
housing the archival records of local Illinois counties, townships, municipalities and school districts. 
There are seven Regional Depositories, housed on seven different Illinois state university campuses. 
 

• It	
  is	
  faster	
  and	
  cheaper	
  to	
  get	
  many	
  vital	
  records	
  via	
  IRAD	
  than	
  by	
  contacting	
  a	
  county	
  directly.	
  
• Not	
  all	
  timeframes	
  for	
  all	
  records	
  are	
  available	
  via	
  IRAD.	
  Search	
  the	
  Local	
  Government	
  Holdings	
  

database	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  record	
  (marriages,	
  for	
  example)	
  is	
  available	
  for	
  that	
  county	
  via	
  
IRAD.	
  (This	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  searching	
  for	
  your	
  ancestor’s	
  name.)	
  

• A	
  few	
  IRAD	
  collections	
  are	
  indexed	
  and	
  can	
  be	
  searched	
  by	
  name,	
  for	
  example:	
  
– Statewide	
  Marriage	
  Index	
  (1763-­‐1900)	
  
– Sangamon	
  County	
  Probate	
  Case	
  Files	
  Index	
  (1821-­‐1906)	
  
– Ogle	
  County	
  Almshouse	
  Register	
  Index	
  (1878-­‐1933)	
  

• Try	
  the	
  Global	
  Database	
  search	
  for	
  unique	
  surnames.	
  
• Search	
  is	
  “exact	
  string”.	
  Remember	
  that	
  indexes	
  were	
  created	
  from	
  handwritten	
  records.	
  Try	
  

variant	
  spellings	
  and	
  portions	
  of	
  the	
  name.	
  	
  Searching	
  for	
  Wund	
  will	
  find	
  Wunder,	
  Wunderly,	
  
Wunderlich,	
  Wunderlick.	
  	
  Wildcards	
  don’t	
  work.	
  	
  	
  Results	
  are	
  in	
  alphabetical	
  order.	
  

	
  

Find	
  the	
  right	
  Depository.	
  
http://cyberdriveillinois.com
/departments/archives/IRAD
/iradregn.html	
  

(Google	
  “Illinois	
  State	
  
Archives	
  Region	
  Map”)	
  
Click	
  on	
  a	
  region	
  or	
  scroll	
  
to	
  the	
  bottom	
  of	
  the	
  page	
  
to	
  select	
  a	
  specific	
  county.	
  
Note	
  the	
  hours	
  for	
  the	
  
specific	
  Depository	
  you	
  
need.	
  (They	
  don’t	
  all	
  have	
  
the	
  same	
  hours.)	
  
Remember	
  the	
  2-­‐hour	
  
time	
  difference	
  between	
  
Virginia	
  and	
  Illinois!	
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Review	
  county	
  fact	
  sheet.	
  
Information	
  available	
  
includes:	
  

• county	
  formation	
  
date/history	
  

• township	
  map	
  

• list	
  of	
  databases	
  that	
  
include	
  records	
  from	
  
that	
  county.	
  

	
  
Locate	
  IRAD	
  phone	
  
number.	
  (not	
  county	
  
clerk)	
  
Even	
  though	
  the	
  address	
  
is	
  provided,	
  all	
  you	
  need	
  is	
  
the	
  phone	
  number.	
  

	
  

Learn	
  what	
  records	
  are	
  
available	
  for	
  that	
  county.	
  
(Open	
  a	
  new	
  tab	
  so	
  you	
  
can	
  have	
  the	
  Local	
  
Government	
  Records	
  page	
  
open	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  as	
  
the	
  County	
  Fact	
  Sheet.)	
  

• Select	
  the	
  county	
  from	
  
the	
  list.	
  

• Search	
  for	
  a	
  key	
  word	
  
in	
  the	
  title	
  of	
  the	
  record	
  
(birth,	
  marriage,	
  death,	
  
probate,	
  school,	
  tax,	
  
land…).	
  

• Leave	
  Depository	
  
criteria	
  as	
  “Not	
  
Selected”.	
  

	
  

Call	
  the	
  IRAD	
  Depository.	
  
Be	
  prepared	
  to	
  provide	
  
details:	
  name,	
  date,	
  place	
  
of	
  the	
  event,	
  AND	
  YOUR	
  
MAILING	
  ADDRESS.	
  	
  (If	
  
you	
  hang	
  up	
  too	
  quickly,	
  
they	
  can’t	
  call	
  you	
  back.)	
  

Provide	
  the	
  Accession	
  No.	
  
from	
  the	
  results	
  list.	
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